Name: ______________________________________________________     Date: _______________


GRADE 5:  MODULE 3A:  UNIT 2:  LESSON 10

Mid-Unit 2 Assessment:

Identifying Opinion, Reasons, and Evidence in the Article “Courage on the Field”


Directions:

· Read the article “Courage on the Field.”

· Read and analyze the assessment questions below.

· Reread the article one paragraph at a time.  Think about the answers to the assessment questions.

· Answer the short response questions in complete sentences. Cite evidence from the text to support your answers when asked to do so.

1. The start of Jackie Robinson’s career in Major League Baseball was ____________. [1 point]

a. easy and fun

b. difficult and a challenge

c. in Cooperstown

d. full of friends and family

2. What evidence in the text most strongly supports your inference about the start of Jackie’s career from question 1? [1 point]

a. “By the end of the season, he had won over his teammates—and countless new fans.”

b. “He received death threats from racist fans.”

c. “In many parts of the United States, black people couldn’t attend the same schools or eat in the same restaurants as white people.”

d. “…more than 10,000 people gathered at the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York.  They had come to witness a historic event.”

3. PART A: According to the passage, the author’s strongest opinion about Jackie Robinson is that he ____________________. [1 point]

a. played professional baseball in New York

b. suffered many struggles during his time in Major League Baseball

c. was a special person

d. helped to break the color barrier in Major League Baseball

3.   PART B: All of the following are reasons that the author gives to support his opinion from PART A, EXCEPT _____________________. [1 point]
a. Jackie Robinson was able to control his temper.

b. Jackie Robinson was courageous.

c. Jackie Robinson opened baseball’s doors to more black players.

d. Jackie Robinson had many challenges in his life.

4. PART A: What evidence from the article best shows you the meaning of the word despite in the following sentence, 

“Despite all the challenges, Robinson proved he was every bit as good as the white players,” 

(pg. 16, paragraph 9).

How did this evidence help you?  Be sure to explain your thinking. [2 points]
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4.   PART B: What does the word despite mean?  Use the best evidence and explanation from PART A to help you.  [1 point]
a. because of
b. to be sad about

c. to get rid of

d. without being prevented by
5. One reason the author uses to support his opinion is Jackie Robinson would have to face many challenges.  Identify which of the following statements are evidence the author uses to support that reason.  Mark all that apply.

(   Players on other teams shouted racial insults at him.

(   He received death threats from racist fans.
(   Many leaders credited Robinson with playing a key role in the civil rights 

        movement.

(   Those teammates didn’t offer Robinson much support.
6. Discuss one main idea from “Courage on the Field.”  Be sure to give details (cite evidence) from the article in your response.  [3 points]
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TEACHER KEY

(13 POINTS)

1. The start of Jackie Robinson’s career in Major League Baseball was ____________. [1 point – 5.1, 5.2]

a. easy and fun

b. difficult and a challenge

c. in Cooperstown

d. full of friends and family

2. What evidence in the text most strongly supports your inference about the start of Jackie’s career from question 1? [1 point – 5.1, 5.2]

a. “By the end of the season, he had won over his teammates—and countless new fans.”

b. “He received death threats from racist fans.”

c. “In many parts of the United States, black people couldn’t attend the same schools or eat in the same restaurants as white people.”

d. “…more than 10,000 people gathered at the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York.  They had come to witness a historic event.”

3. PART A: According to the passage, the author’s strongest opinion about Jackie Robinson is that he ____________________. [1 point – 5.8]

a. played professional baseball in New York

b. suffered many struggles during his time in Major League Baseball

c. was a special person

d. helped to break the color barrier in Major League Baseball

3.   PART B: All of the following are reasons that the author gives to support his opinion from PART A, EXCEPT _____________________. [1 point – 5.8]
a. Jackie Robinson was able to control his temper.

b. Jackie Robinson was courageous.

c. Jackie Robinson opened baseball’s doors to more black players.

d. Jackie Robinson had many challenges in his life.

4. PART A: What evidence from the article best shows you the meaning of the word despite in the following sentence, 

“Despite all the challenges, Robinson proved he was every bit as good as the white players,” 

(pg. 16, paragraph 9).

How did this evidence help you?  Be sure to explain your thinking. [2 points – 5.4]

“By the end of the season, he had won over his teammates-and countless new fans.  Robinson led the Dodgers in hits, runs, and stolen bases in 1947.  He was also named baseball’s very first Rookie of the Year.”  Even though he had challenges, that didn’t stop him from being talented and showing his talent to others.

4.   PART B: What does the word despite mean?  Use the best evidence and explanation from PART A to help you.  [1 point – 5.4]
a. because of
b. to be sad about

c. to get rid of

d. without being prevented by

5. One reason the author uses to support his opinion is Jackie Robinson would have to face many challenges.  Identify which of the following statements are evidence the author uses to support that reason.  Mark all that apply. [3 points – 5.8]
(   Players on other teams shouted racial insults at him.

(   He received death threats from racist fans.
(   Many leaders credited Robinson with playing a key role in the civil rights 

        movement.

(   Those teammates didn’t offer Robinson much support.

6. Discuss one main idea from “Courage on the Field.”  Be sure to give details (cite evidence) from the article in your response.  [3 points – 5.2, W 5.2]

(1) Changed baseball/America/Broke color barrier; (2) Faced many challenges; (3) He was courageous

+1 point for appropriate main idea

+2 points for relevant, strong supporting details

